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The Gordon=Bennett Cup and Race.
A HISTORY OF THE CONTEST.

AS comparatively few automobilists recollect the full history of the Gordon-Bennett Cup, or of the series of inter
national races which have taken place in connection with it, we have compiled an account which recapitulates 
briefly the main features of the struggle for the possession of the coveted trophy, which was first raced for in 
1900. The facts we give are all gleaned from the back numbers of “ The Autocar,” while the engravings are 

made specially for the article from photographs which were taken at the time the events dealt with happened. Perhaps 
the most significant phase of the account is found in the interest of the contest, which has increased from year to year, 
and bids fair to continue to do so, though the conditions will probably be altered, and lower-powered engines used.

The race for the Gordon-Bennett Cup has pro
bably brought few retrospective incidents to the 
minds of most English people. From the nature of 
the contest, it did not until a year ago attract much 
attention in this country, for its interest was very

IVIr. Gordon-Bennett

largely minimised bv the ('rushing superiority of the 
French cars; but when the cup was brought to Eng
land the public realised, for the first time, the great 
value of this trophy, not so much, perhaps, as a 
means of proving a national supremacy as of en

couraging a further interest 
in the progress of automo- 
bilism, which, of course, must 
do a vast deal of good to the 
industry itself. Without the 
Gordon-Bennett Cup, it is 
probable that we should 
never have obtained permis
sion to organise a race in the 
British Isles, or at least the 
chances of doing so would 
have been extremely small. 
As it is, the cup has broken 
down what appeared to be 
almost insuperable barriers to 
racing in any shape or form, 
and who knows but that this 
year’s race may not be the 
first of a series of annual 
races in Ireland, which will 
do as much good for the 
sister isle as for the autocar 
industry? For it must not 
be forgotten that the auto
mobile movement is destined 
to do considerable service to 
Ireland, where the motor 
vehicle will accomplish more 
than any amount of legisla
tion, by opening up the 
country with cheap means of 
transport, and by attracting 
an increasing number of 
tourists of the best class 
across the St. George’s 
Channel.

Now that the cup has come 
so prominently to the fore, a 
short historical sketch of this 
trophy may be of interest, the 
more so as there is probably 
no other branch of sport that 
can provide a parallel to the 
strange incidents of the chal
lenge cup contests. They 
have always narrowly missed 
being a failure, until it 
seemed as if a fatality were
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The car which won thetjfirst Gordon-Bennett¿race in*1900—a 24fh.p. Panhard.^driven by Charron
Ihanging over the trophy, and if a car succeeded in 

getting through the race it was simply because it 
had a little less bad luck than the others. There 
were many things to account for this, such as bad 
management and the running of experimental and 
untried cars. In an ordinary race there are so many 
vehicles competing that the number finishing in
duces one to overlook the proportion of cars that 
have dropped out on the road. In an event like 
the Gordon-Bennett Cup, where each country cannot 
have more than three cars, the proportion may still 
be the same, and yet it looks very much greater be
cause only one or two vehicles may terminate the 
course. At the same time, as manufacturers give 
special attention to the building of Gordon-Bennett 
cars, and necessarily send only their best and fastest 
vehicles, it might have been expected that they 
would have attained higher speeds than the cars 
taking part in the open races. If they have not done 
so, it is due simply to bad luck, for the cars have 
always attained record speeds during the time they 
were running, and, as we shall show further on, there 
is every reason for believing that this era of failure
is now at an end, when we shall see 
the Gordon-Bennett Challenge Cup 
take the position which it ought to 
occupy in the calendar of automobile 
events.
THE AIMS OF THE DONOR 

OF THE CUP.
It was in 1899 that Mr. James 

Gordon-Bennett, the great newspaper 
proprietor and part owner of the 
Bennett-Mackay Transatlantic cable, 
had the idea of instituting an inter
national challenge cup on the lines 
of the America Cup, which has given 
rise to such splendid struggles in the 
yachting world. He laid his views 
before the Automobile Club of 
France, and stated that his intention 
was to encourage an international 
rivalry and provide a means of ascer
taining the progress being made in 
the industry by different countries. 
The intention was a very laudable 
one, for it would obviously allow

those countries which aspire to 
supremacy an opportunity of 
showing what they could do 
in competition with a country 
like France, that at present 
holds the first position in the 
automobile industry. In the 
absence of such periodical 
trials, it was clear that makers 
of one nationality would be 
able to live on their reputation 
when others might be turning 
out as good or even better 
vehicles. But with the institu
tion of the challenge cup. 
manufacturers have to fight 
to uphold their reputation, 
while those who claim to build
cars equally as good find an 
excellent opportunity of sub

stantiating their claims. This character of the cup 
contests was one of the reasons why the first races 
were a failure. At that moment, no country could 
pretend to vie with France in the construction of fast 
cars. Some of the foreign makers entered vehicles 
that made no show whatever, and for the time being 
the Gordon-Bennett races were simply a walk-over 
for the French manufacturers. This obviously could 
not last indefinitely, for with the progress being 
made abroad in the building of fast and reliable cars 
the time was bound to come when the French 
supremacy would be seriously threatened.

A SINGLE STIPULATION.
The cup was handed over to the Automobile Club 

of France with the single stipulation that every part 
of the competing car was to be manufactured in the 
country it represented. We know what an excellent 
effect this clause has had in perfecting the manu
facture of tyres, coils, and sparking plugs, by show
ing, that the British cars taking part in the earlier 
races could not rely upon the accessories turned out 
in this country. As soon as the defect was shown to

The 1901 winner. Girardot on his}24 h.p. Panhard. Photographed at Bordeaux after 
the race.



32 THE AUTOCAR. Jri.Y 6th, 1903.

Charron—the winner of the first race before the start for the 1901 event, 
was a 24 h.p. Panhard. From a flashlight photograph.

exist, it was remedied, and nowadays the British 
maker has no necessity to go abroad for any part of 
his electrical gear or his tyres. The other regula
tions for the cup were left to the Automobile Club, 
who decided that each country should be repre
sented by not more than three cars, that challenges 
should be sent in by January ist of each year, and 
that the course should have a length of at least 500 
kilometres. At first it was proposed that the results 
should be judged by points, the positions of the 
vehicles being added, and the cup going to the team 
with the smallest number of points; but this was 
over-ruled in favour of the trophy being awarded to 
the winning vehicle. It was also decided that the 
race should take place in the country holding the 
cup, or, if this were not possible, it could be held 
in France. In recognition of the donor’s generosity, 
the club was anxious to call the trophy the Gordon- 
Bennett Cup. but Mr. Bennett requested that it 
should be named the International Challengè Cup. 
and this is the official designation, though the 
former title is the one by which the trophy is 
generally known.

THE FIRST RACE FOR THE CUP.
The first race was held in June, 1900, from Paris 

to Lyons. Challenges had been received from Ger
many, Belgium, and the United States, and each 
of these countries sent a car, driven respectively bv 
Herr Eugen, M. Jenatzy, and Mr. Alex. Winton. 
The cup was defended by three Panhard et 
Levassor cars, piloted by Charron, Girardot, and 
Chevalier René de Knyff. At that time, a very 
strong agitation had been worked up against the 
speeds of autocars, and in face of this organised 
opposition the local authorities refused to grant per
mission to run off the race, so that it was seriously 
proposed to select a course in Italy. All the com
petitors were waiting in Paris. After considerable 
trouble, the Sporting Commission of the French 
Automobile Club at length obtained the sanction of 
the authorities, and, thinking it desirable to lose

no time for fear of further complica
tions. the competitors were informed 
that the start would lie given the fol
lowing day. This did not suit Jenatzy 
and Eugen, who complained that the 
notice was too short, and though the 
German representative was present 
with his car he refused to start. 
Jenatzy. however, was pretailed upon 
to go. though he staled that the car 
he had was not the one he intended to 
drive. The race was an extraordinary 
series of accidents from start to 
finish. There was no organisation, 
and the competitors had great diffi
culty in finding their wav. Charron 
was leading when he struck a drain 
across the road, and the car flew up. 
and. fortunately. came down on the 
four wheels; the rear axle was so 
badly bent that he decided to give up 
the race and drive slowly on to 
Orleans for repairs. While there he 
was rejoined bv Chevalier de Knyff,

His machine who told him that he had to give up 
on account of the change-speed gear 

breaking, and also brought the news that Girardot 
had damaged his steering gear and lost his way, 
that Winton had buckled a wheel and given up, and 
that Jenatzy was coming along, slowly, pursued by 
all sorts of ill-luck. Charron thereupon straightened 
his axle and continued on towards Lyons, covering 
the distance of 351J4 miles in 9b. 9m. Jenatzy lost 
hismvay and gave up, and Girardot. who had to 
repair his steering "ear. reached Ltons in loh. 36m. 
Thus ended the first race, which, after promising a 
great international struggle, fizzled out hopelessly.

THE SECOND CUP RACE.
After this experience, the French Automobile 

Club decided that in future it would be advisable to 
run off the cup contest at the same time as the 
annual Paris-Bordeaux race, and this was done in 
1901, when the only foreign entry was the celebrated 
50 h.p. Napier car. driven bv Mr. S. F. Edge. Un
fortunately. during the run bv road to Paris Mr. 
Edge had so much trouble with his English tyres 
that he found it was useless competing with these, 
and. therefore, he replaced them with French tyres, 
which, of course, disqualified him for the cup

Levegh on the 50 h.p. Mors. An unsuccessful competitor in 1901.
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The 50 hp. Napier which Mr Edge used in the Paris-Bordeaux race of 1901. This was 
entered for the Gordon-Bennett section of the race, but had to be withdrawn and run in the 
open race, as suitable.English tyres were not then procurable. The photograph was taken 
by flashlight before the start from Paris.
competition. He consequently contented himself 
with taking part in the open race. Thus the only 
cars competing for the trophy were two 24 h.p. 
Panhards, driven by Charron and Girardot, and a 
new 50 h.p. Mors, piloted by Levegh, which was one 
of the first built with a curved front axle to allow 
of the engine being placed low down. It was this 
that proved fatal to Levegh’s chances, for the axle 
does not appear to have given enough clearance 
from the ground, and when leading at Chateaudun 
the axle struck an obstacle, and the front part of the 
car was smashed. Charron then gave up through 
punctured tyres, and Girardot had so much trouble 
that he decided to abandon, but on hearing that the 
others were out of the race he continued the 
journey, and reached Bordeaux seventh, his average 
speed being thirty-nine and a half miles an hour. The 
winner of the race was Fournier, on a Mors of the 
same type as that driven by Levegh; his average 
speed was fifty-six and threequarter miles an hour.

THE THIRD RACE—ENGLAND’S 
VICTORY.

It seemed now as if the cup was likely to remain 
definitely in the possession of the French—at least 
for a considerable time. No 
one appeared inclined to chal
lenge for the trophy. For
tunately, at the last moment 
entries were received from the 
Automobile Club of Great 
Britain and Ireland on behalf 
of the Napier and the Wolse
ley companies. It was de
cided again to run the 
Gordon-Bennett Cup contest 
concurrently with an open 
race, and thus it was held at 
the same time as the Paris- 
Vienna event, when the cup
cars had to run from Paris to 

Innsbruck. The Wolseley elected to 
start in the open race, so that the only 
foreign vehicle competing for the cup 
was the Napier, driven by Mr. S. F. 
Edge. The French cup cars were the 
Panhard driven by Chevalier René 
de Knyff, the Mors by Fournier, and 
the Charron, Girardot, et Voigt by 
Girardot. The incidents of the race 
are still so fresh that it is unnecessary 
to deal with them here. It will be 
remembered that Girardot dropped 
out early in the contest, while 
Fournier had to give up through a 
broken shaft, and the only two arriv
ing at Belfort were M. de Knyff and 
Mr. Edge. The French representa
tive had such a long lead that the 
race seemed to be over, barring acci
dents. On the Austrian roads, how
ever, the Panhard was unable to stand 
the strain of being driven at such high 
speeds, and on the differential break-
ing the only cup car left in the race 
was the Napier, which continued to 
Innsbruck, and for the first time

wrested the trophy from France.
This victory of the Napier car was in every way 

desirable, because it gave a real international value 
to the Gordon-Bennett Cup, and, apart from the in
fluence it has had in imparting a high prestige to 
the British industry, the French naturally considered 
it a point of honour to get the trophy back again. 
They accordingly left nothing undone to enable 
them to triumph in this year’s race. The first thing 
the defeat taught them was the danger of selecting 
drivers who could run what cars they pleased, and 
they decided in future to choose the vehicles which 
were to represent France, leaving the makers them
selves to nominate the drivers. This was undoubt
edly a wise precaution. The English victory of last 
year also had another result, in showing foreign 
countries that the French cars were not invincible, 
especially on roads that are not so good as those 
across the Channel; and thus the most powerful 
cars ever sent out of Germany and the United States 
were sent over to Ireland for the cup contest, so that 
the struggle was really one of the giants in the auto
mobile world. The Gordon-Bennett Cup thus 
became what it was intended to be—a struggle for

Belfort, and from Bregenz to The car which won the cup for Great Britain and Ireland in 1902. The 40 h.p. Napier, driven by Edge
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An unsuccessful competitor in 1902. The Chevalier Rene de 
Knytf on his 70 h.p. Panhard. Photographed as he entered the Belfort 
control well ahead of all other racers in the first section ot the contest, 

supremacy among the different manufacturing 
countries, under conditions that were fair to all. 
The winning team will always bring credit to its 
own country, and this credit will be of enormous 
business value, for it is evident that in a race of this

Fournier on the 80 h.p. Mors. The fastest car^in the 1902 -race.~lt 
broke down before the first stage was completed, when making the 
speediest run of the day.

kind, where everyone is putting forth his whole skill 
and energy, a decided victory must mean an 
absolute superiority, always, of course, excluding 
tyre accidents that may place competitors in a state 
of inferiority. In fact, thev have done so this year.

Mr. Julian W. Orde, Secretary of the A.C.G.B. & I. Mr. Roger W. Wallace, K.C., Chairman of the A.C.G.B. & I.
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Waiting to be weighed.
The crowd round Gabriel’s Mors at Naas.

The“Dunhill tenPof'’motor accessories was a great convenience 
¿Btvï to race visitors.

The inspection of Edge’s, 45 h.p. Napier on its first appearance in 
Ireland.

Baron de Caters just away.
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The GordoibBennett Race of 1903.
At the present time events leading up to the 

Gordon-Bennett race of 1903 and the obtaining of 
the special Bill enabling it to be run in Ireland are 
too recent to need recapitulation. A very few 
months ago the idea of holding the race in these 
isles was looked upon as little more than a wild 
vision of the enthusiast. Now it is a thing of the 
past, and we are extremely glad to be able to record 
that it has been carried through entirely without 
accident except to one of the competitors and his 
mechanician, i.e., it was proved that a motor race 
on a properly guarded road was perfectly safe, so 
far as the general public were concerned. As to 
the behaviour of the people, we cannot speak too 
highly. They took the keenest interest in the race, 
and there were very few instances indeed which 
came under our observation in which the R.I.C. 
had to use the least suggestion of force to keep the 
course perfectly free from people. The men them
selves guarding the road were keenness itself, so far 
as the race was concerned; but the people seemed 
to recognise that the regulations were reasonable 
and were made in their own interests; and, except 
for the long hours, and in many cases tiring journeys 
which the men had made, the members of the R.I.C. 
had a very pleasant time. In fact, if anything, the 
course was overguarded. As an instance, we may 
mention that men were stationed on the road from 
Kildare to Ballyshannon at frequent intervals, i.e., 
the line of communication inside the course from 
the control to the start was carefully guarded almost 
as though it was the course itself; and we are unable 
to see what was the use of this waste of strength, 
as the men had absolutely nothing to do, and many 
of them were miles away from the race. Moreover, 
as most of them were strangers to the district, they 
could not even direct people who wished to find 
their way from control to control inside the course. 
However, we should be the last to grumble at extra 

precautions. They are far better than any sugges
tion of carelessness.

As to the condition of the road, there is no doubt 
that it was far from good. At the same time, it was 
not reallv bad. It was not equal to a good main 
road in England, but equal to the average lane. It 
varied considerably in surface, some parts being 
very fast and good, while others were extremely 
bumpy, and put a severe test on the springs and 
axles of machines forced at racing speeds. How
ever. this was the same for all competitors, and at 
no point was the surface sufficiently bad for it to be 
regarded as a really serious drawback. We need 
sav no more about the corners, as they have been 
fullv dealt with in previous references to the course.

In the long straight bv the club enclosure and 
grandstand, and at several of the more baffling 
turns, the road was oiled. This was an unquestion
able success, at anv rate for the duration of the race, 
as no dust whatever was raised bv the passing cars. 
This was not only pleasant for the onlookers, but 
prevented the drivers from being blinded at critical 
points, though as passing was comparatively rare, 
owing to the special arrangements, dust was nothing 
like so serious a factor as it was in the Continental 
races. At the same time, there was a short por
tion of the straight near Ballvshannon which was 
verv much oiled, and was. consequently, inclined to 
be greasv. On it all the cars slipped slightly, but 
luckily none of them came to any harm. The con
trols, too, were well organised, and we think that all 
concerned in the management of the race are to be 
heartily congratulated on the results attained. With 
such a large number of voluntary workers, it is ex
tremely difficult to ensure that the duties they under
take shall be properly carried out; and we think the 
wav everyone entered so thoroughly into the 
spirit of his duties is by no means the least pleasing 
feature of the event.

Rene de Knylf. M. Jemtzy. H. Farman.
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The starting ot the winner. At the moment our photograph was taken Baron de Caters was wishing Jenatzy good luck.
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Jarrott just under weigh.

FROM DUBLIN TO THE COURSE.
All day on Wednesday people were driving out of 

Dublin to different points on the course where they 
were staying, but the great exodus of the motorists 
was not made till the early hours of Thursday morn
ing. A very large number of bicyclists rode up dur
ing the night, and a good many cars for one reason 
or another were started before midnight. It is the 
greatest wonder in the world that these drivers who 
went up in the dark on their cars caused no trouble, 
as the traffic was most bewildering. On the foot
path on one side there would be two or three bi
cycles with lights; on the opposite side of the road 
two or three more cyclists would be riding without 
lamps; and to complicate matters, jaunting cars 

would be proceeding slowly, and in all probability in 
a string of three or four straggling all over the road. 
This sort of thing was continued more or less the 
whole way to Naas. It appeared that the jaunting 
cars were going out from Dublin to various railway
stations which were within driving distance of the 
course, so that they could take railway travellers 
down to one point of. vantage or another. However, 
despite the peculiarities of the lampless cyclists and 
the meandering jaunting car drivers, not a single 
mishap occurred. Of course later, -when day dawned, 
the cycles and other vehicles, while still very 
numerous, afforded not the least difficulty to the 
automobile traffic.

Farman waiting for the word to go. Viewed from the western 
of the club enclosure. Mooers moving freely.
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BEFORE THE START.
At four a.m., when we went on to the course at the 

starting and finishing point near Ballyshannon, with 
a cold east wind blowing and very little prospect of 
sun. the promise of the Gordon-Bennett race of 1903 
did not wear a very merry aspect. Work was still 
going on on the large and stoutly built grandstand 
across the road, and a few tents were dotted here , 
and there about the fields. From the road at the 
starting mark the yellow-tinted balloon of The 
Autocar could be seen partially inflated, and looking 
more like an enormous mushroom than anything 
else. The camp of The Autocar reporting, photo
graphic, and balloon staff was gathered round, and ! 
early the smoke of fires was rising to the grey skies 
overhead. Cars, carts (particularly ass carts), jaunt
ing cars, cyclists, and motor cyclists, streamed down '

| the road to take up positions of advantage along the 
course, and did not cease until just before six 
o’clock, when the legal embargo on the highways 
over which the fierce struggle was to take place was 
put into effect. At 6.25 the Star car, driven in the 
Ardennes by Mr. Joe Lisle, put in an appearance, 
and five minutes later was despatched to warn 
officials and sightseers by appearance and pace that 
the start was at hand, and what they might expect in 
the shape of speed. Lisle took the western, and five 
minutes later Lieut. Cumming, on his flying Wolse
ley, went the eastern circuit for this purpose. Imme- 

j diately upon this, S. F. Edge took up his position on 
his Napier, and was accorded the warmest possible 
reception by the crowd, which was increasing in 

' number every minute.

A rgent A rcher.
Entry to the Kildare control. The day before the race.

High Street, Kinsington

THE HOLDER’S OPINION»
The cup-holder looked very well, but could not 

oe drawn into expressing an opinion, save that it 
was anybody’s race. Fie carried as his mechanician 
his cousin, Mr. Cecil F. Edge, who was with him 
when he took the cup from the French in the Paris- 
Vienna race, and might have been thought to have 
been a mascotte. As the starting moment 
approached, the officials, starters, timekeepers, and 
others too many to mention gathered round the 
Napier crack, behind which now stood the great 
Panhard of the Chevalier de Knyff (France), the 
big eight-cylinder Winton driven by Mr. Winton 

himself (America), then Jenatzy on the Mercedes 
(Germany), followed by Jarrott on a small Napier, 
Gabriel on the boat-shaped 80 h.p. Mors (France), 
and, further back, the remaining six—Mooers, Peer
less (America); Baron de Caters. Mercedes (Ger
many) ; Stocks, Napier; H. Farman, Panhard 
(France); Owen, Winton (America); and Foxhall- 
Keene, Mercedes (Germany). Major Lloyd arrived 
with a pistol, and with Mons. Tampier and the 
three English timekeepers at his elbow, explained 
the method he would adopt for the start, and that 
a pistol shot would send Edge on his way.
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Gabriel’s 80 h.p. Mors on the weighbridge. A view of the grandstand from the western side^of the club 
enclosure.

The scale authorities examining Edge’s car be'ore weighing.

The filling of “The Autocar” balloon. Some of the cylinders of 
compressed hyd ogen will be seen coupled up to the balloon.

Mooer . one of the three Americans, waiting the word to go. 
On the right hard side of his 80 h.p. Peerless (left side of the 
illustration), Major Lloyd will be noticed with upraised finger. 
He is counting the seconds, and as our photographer caught 
him his mouth was open in the act of speaking.

Stripping everything wh'ch possibly could be taken off without 
infringing the tules trom De Knyff’s Panhard before weighing in 
It was stated that more was taken off this machine than any 
other in the race; in fact, there was some talk of a protest.
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THE START.

Just after the pistol. Edge getting under weigh.

The fateful moment approached nearer and 
nearer, Dunlop employees busied themselves with 
a last puff of air into the tyres, and men crowded 
round to wish the hawk-eyed keen-visaged man upon 
whom more than a third of our hopes were founded 
“ God-speed and good luck.” “ Two minutes,” said 
the imperturbable sapper officer, “ one minute, twenty 
seconds, ten seconds, five, four, three, two.” Bang! 
A great cheer rent the air. The stand occupiers 
shouted encouragement, the clutch took hold of the 
racing engine, the car leaped forward, dashed 
beneath the stand, and, as it took the dusty road 
beyond, was shut out by the white wall of its own 
raising, and the first hope of England was gone. 

Thenceforward the start was by word of mouth, and 
at the exact due intervals of seven minutes the 
road monsters were loosed on their wild journey. 
Knyff got a grand send-off from both English and 
French, and started well, as did Owen; but the 
smartest get-away was that of Jenatzy, who went 
like a shot from a gun, an early omen of his ultimate 
success. Jarrott, perhaps, was the most warmly 
received of the whole field, and came next, clad, 
like Edge and Stocks, in white mackintosh and green 
cap, and looking as keen, as jovial, and as uncon
cerned as though he were just off for a run to 
Brighton. Efe got away somewhat slowly, but was 
going well by the time he struck the dust beyond

60 h.p. and 1 d.p.—a contrast. Gabriel in full flight
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the grandstand, followed by cheers of the heartiest 
description. Gabriel, who as the winner ot the 
Paris-Bordeaux section of the Paris-Madrid, was 
the centre of much attention, and, on public form 
the fancied winner, got away smartly; hut Mooers. 

dorsed this, and a moment later the Xapier was seen 
fixing upwards towards the mark. The speed looked 
awful, as with a wave of his hand Edge screamed 
b\ and over the rough ground below the grandstand. 
The staggering of the steering wheels made one’s

Winton (America) waiting the word to go.

Mr. Percival Spencer, the aeronaut, looking at the holejnto 
Slwhich one of the traction engines which brought down j The 
fZAutocar” balloon, gear, and compressed hydrogen cylinders 

from Dublin sank, whilst crossing a soft portion of the balloon lield. 
It was rescued by the other traction engine, which hauled it out 
from a piece of hard ground.

v .0 followed, stopped his engine on the word “ Go/' 
and desired his mechanic to tackle it strongly 
before he got it going again. De Caters leapt away ; 
but Stocks, with whom was Edge’s favourite 
mechanic. Macdonald, took five seconds to go. H. 
Farman lost seventeen seconds getting under weigh ; 
but Winton’s engine stopped after a few revolutions 
and had trouble with dirt in the jet of his carbu
retter. which took him forty minutes to put right.

A very early view of the long^stretch looking towards Athy 
from the top of the grandstand. The club enclosure was on 
each side of the grandstand. The grandstand itself spanned 
the road, and a foot bridge which was part of the erection 
afforded communication between the eastern and western halves 
of the club enclosure.

Foxhall-Keene also stopped his engine, and lost 
seventeen seconds before he was going again. Ex
cept for watching the filling of “ The Autocar ” 
balloon, nothing of interest occurred at the starting 
point for well over an hour, when a message came 
over the telephone from Ardscull way that Edge was 
coming. The scream of “ The Autocar ” engine en 

flood run cold. Edge had covered the first eastern 
loop of the race (fortv-five miles) in ih. 23m. 23s. 
Knvff went bv over two minutes later, doing ih. 26m. 
47s., nearlv three and a half minutes slower than 
Edge.

Owen was much slower, and Jenatzy was 10s. 
slower than De Knvff, who. however, had wasted 
time by running up a wrong road, and through a 
wire barricade at Ballvmoon. where he was followed

One of the oiling carts which sprinkled the Ballyshannon stretch 
with oil to keep down the dust near the grandstand.

later by the unlucky Stocks. Jarrott’s th. 25m. 14s. 
looked, healthy against Gabriel’s ih. 30m. and De 
Caters’s ih. 29m., but Farman got round in ih. 24m.
31s., and Foxhall-Keene. finishing the string, 
clamped the English ardour with ih. 23m. 3s., or 
20s. faster than Edge. Stocks had not appeared, 
but word came later that he had run wide at Bally- 
moon corner, where De Knyff had gone astray, and, 
catching the loose wire ends of the wire barrier
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De Knyff in the act of starting. It will be seen that the veteran, who has .driven in many a^plucky race, had a hearty send-off.

Animation in a Control. Waiting for news of the race.
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“The Autocar” balloon partly inflated. As town gas was not 
available, it was filled from cylinders of compressed hydrogen.

The Autocar” balloon train. One ol the two traction engines, 
as stated elsewhere, sunk in a soft spot in the balloon field

which the Frenchman had left, jerked the post out 
of the ground, fouled his front wheels, and wrecked 
them beyond repair. Stocks came out over the 
front, as also MacDonald, his mechanician, but, 
happily, neither was hurt.

THREE MEN OUT OFJT.
Winton, Stocks, and Mooers were now out of the 

race, and as the men completed the second circuit 
it was found that on the gross times, without control 
deductions, Gabriel had travelled the fifty-seven 
miles im. faster than Jenatzy, 2m. odd faster than 
De Knyff. 7m. odd faster than Edge, nearly 9m. 
faster than De Caters, 10m. faster than Farman, 
and 14m. better than Keene. The result of the first 

whole round of the eight showed that Jenatzy was 
leading, with De Knvff second, less than r%m. 
behind. Edge third i in. behind De Knvff. Gabriel 
fourth practically level with the Englishman, 
Farman fifth 5m.. and Keene 23m. behind Farman. 
As De Caters went bv he slowed right up to say 
that Jarrott's accident before Stradballv was not so 
serious as had been previous! \ reported bv wire, but 
though the car was broken up Jarrott was not dan
gerously hurt. De Caters was much cheered for 
this sportsmanlike action. Passing again on the 
close of the third circuit, the rough times showed 
that Jenatzy was now leading, with De Knyff second, 
and Farman, De Caters, Gabriel, and Edge 
thundering behind him in the order named.

Gabriel on his 80 h.p. Mors a few minutes before the start.
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Argent At cher, Photo Kensington, W.
Edge being restarted to drive slowly through the Kildare control. 

De Caters pulling up at Kildare in a cloud of dust.
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EDGE’S BAD PUNCTURES
On a desolate part of the course. Edge lost no less 

than 38m. on Jenatzv. and as he whirled by he 
pointed down to his driving wheel tvre as the cause 
of his delay. Jenatzv and Farman had made the tour 
within 10s. of each other, while De Knvff and De 
Caters were onlv im.. and Mooers am. or so behind 
them. In this round manv fixing miles were taken 
by the electrical timing apparatus, and Jenatzy was 
reported to h ive covered one mile at sixtv-six miles 
per hour in this circuit. Word came that Foxhall- 
Keene had thrown up the sponge, it having been

REGULARITY OF THE WINNER.
Jenatzy must have averaged nearly lifty-two miles 

per hour, and was gaining grandly. Indeed, during 
his remarkable drive Jenatzv drove so regularly that 
his four big laps did not varv in time from each 
other more than one and a half minutes at the 
outside. De Knvff. too. ran verx regularly round the 
big side of the eight, but was live minutes slower on 
one of the short laps in the last double circuit. De 
Caters stopped half a mile before Athy with a 
broken axle, and completed the circuit in Mr. Hut
ton's car.

A view from the grandstand looking towards Athy, taken a fraction of a second after Jarrutt had started. In the background, a little 
on the right of the road, will be seen “The Autocar” balloon, partly inflated.

discovered during the minute hold up at Kilcullen 
that his back axle was cracked. Over the fourth or 
longer circuit Jenatzv was over three minutes faster 
than Gabriel, and six odd minutes quicker than De 
Knyff. Edge was twenty-three minutes slower than 
Jenatzy. and Winton, who had evidently seen much 
trouble, occupied three hours odd in covering the 
fifty-eight odd miles. In the fifth circuit Gabriel, 
De Knyff, De Caters, and Farman all gained slightly 
upon Jenatzy, Farman doing the fastest time (78m.), 
but in the sixth circuit, the first of the two last long 
turns, Jenatzy gained six minutes, De Knyff being 
ten minutes or so behind him, while Gabriel lost 
eleven minutes in this round.

THE TIMES.
The gross times of the first four men to finish 

without deductions for controls, were:
Jenatzy, roh. 15m.
De Knyff, roh. 25 m.
Farman, roh. 26m.
Gabriel, roh. 44m.

The second place at the time of despatch of our 
cable is therefore still undecided.

SOME COMPARISONS.
The Americans, like the English, had very poor 

luck, for, though Owen on the light Winton did fairly
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Jarrott waiting the word to go.
Mons. Tanpier, Messrs. T. H. Wodlen 
badly hurt, will be noted.

On the left side of the illustration, reading from the car, the timekeepers, Mr. H. J. Swindley 
and Pern. Coleman, will be seen. By Jarrott’s side little Bianchi, the mechanician who was

A view of Jenatzy’s start. On the left of the three bell tents: “ The Autocar” balloon, partly inflated, will be noted.
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Naas after the racers had left. Edge’s Napier on the weighbridge.

well on the first small and big circuits, doing ih. 
47m. and ih. 45m. respectively, he occupied no 
less than 5b. 9m. on the third lap, and never showed 
round again, owing largely to his 40m. failure to get 
away in his order at the start. Winton took jh. 23m. 
to make the first small lap, and 3b. 4m. 26s. the 
first big lap ; but his second travel round the eastern 
circuit was accomplished in ih. 35m., while the fol
lowing big circuit he did in zh. 45m. He did not 
turn up again. Mooers on the Peerless occupied 
2h. 30m. on the first lap, and never passed the time
keepers at the starting point again. The driving of 

the French team excited universal admiration, parti
cularly De Knvff’s, whose car even at the highest 
speed seemed to run as steadily as of old, when he 
drove machines of a quarter the power. Gabriel’s 
and Farman's conducting were also much admired. 
It was thought that upon one round Jenatzy had shed 
his mechanic; but this useful person was of slight 
habit and small stature, and he crouched so closely 
below the dashboard to avoid windage that he was 
invisible to many, and it was thought he had been 
thrown off. Winton is said to have attributed his 
failure to water in his petrol ; but if he thought this

The. racing cars waiting to go to the weighbridge Stocks in the foreground.
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De Knyff about to pass under the grandstand after having completed his first round. It will be seen that Winton had not then 
succeeded in getting his car to start.

Baron de Caters passing under the grandstand. The Baroness sat in the centre of the front row, and every time Baron de Caters 
came round he looked up and nodded to his wife. The spectators soon noticed this, and every time he passed under the grandstand 
his little recognition of the Baroness drew forth applause; in fact, after he had slackened to tell the officials of Jarrott’s accident, he 
established himself first favourite in the eyes of the occupants of the grandstand.
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was the cause of his failure, it would have been 
easy enough to have jettisoned the whole supply 
and to have taken on a fresh lot. At the start dirt 
in the carburetter was alleged as the cause of 
Owen's failure to get away.

EDGE’S ILL LUCK.
We understand that Edge had tyre troubles on no 

less than eight occasions, which would account for 
over two and a half hours of his delay. Whenever 
he was going, he is said by those who saw him along 
all points of the route to have been travelling at a 
very high rate of speed, and to have handled his car 
like a master at all difficult points.

Mr. W. Rees Jeffreys, Administrative Secretary A.C.G.B. <& I.

Edge ultimately finished, his gross time being 
rah. 51m. 48s. A mile had been measured off from 
the grandstand towards Athy for Mr. Phillips’s elec
trical timing apparatus, set up thereon. By this 
apparatus the flying mile times of the cars were 
taken no less than twenty-one times, the best per
formance being that of Jenatzy, who covered the 
distance twice at sixty-six miles per hour, De Knyff 
doing sixty-five twice, while De Caters on one occa
sion during the third circuit equalled Jenatzy’s time. 
Edge in the second and fifth circuit travelled at 
sixty-four miles per hour over this distance. Farman 
in the fifth round did sixty-five miles per hour.

In the rehearsal for the Gordon-Bennett race Mr. 
W. Evart-Hall went round the smaller loop of the 
course on a 15 h.p. C.G.B. touring car in fifty-nine 
minutes.

One of the timekeeper’s watches. Mr. T. H. Woollen, M.I.M.E., etc , 
one of the timekeepers of the race, had a case of three Kew tested 
Stauffer split-seconds minute recording chronographs. These ran 
throughout the race, and there was only a variation of one-fifth 
of a second between them throughout the day. The three 
chronographs are started and stopped simultaneously by a single 
lever, and are so closely rated that the difference between the 
fastest and the slowest in a twenty-four hours run is barely one 
second. Each watch took eighteen months to build.

THE AMERICAN FAILURE.
The American failure was a disappointment, as 

no one expected it to be so complete. It was 
scarcely anticipated that the Americans with their 
small experience of racing would make a brilliant 
performance, but it was believed that they would 
perform fairly well. They had accustomed them
selves to the course, and so far as could be judged

One of the Control clocks. This photograph was taken of the 
clock at the starting point, which was a facsimile of the fourteen 
others used in. the Controls. The clock was mounted on a stout 
post, with a small weather board above so that it did not suffer 
from the weather.
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.4 rgent A rchert Photo. Kensington H7.Edge’s arrival at’the£Kildare control.
DegKnyff entering the control at Kildare.
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their machines had seemed to be speedy, but when 
it came to actual racing they were soon done with. 
They were popular with the Irish, and all were 
particularly sorry that luck should have been abso
lutely against them, as they were, of course, much 
further from home than any of the other competi
tors, but people were surprised that the Americans 
should not have made a better show, as it is just the 
sport at which they might be expected to shine.

* * * *
THE OFFICIAL DECLARATION OF THE 

RESULT.
At 7.45 on Friday evening, the International Com

mission brought themselves to the publication of 
the net times of the live finishing cars to the crowd 
of pressmen who had been waiting all day for the 
information. The figures ran as follow :

Germany: Jenatzy. 6h. 39m.
France: De Knvff, 6h. 50m. 40s.; Farman, 

6h. 51m. 44s.; Gabriel. 7b. 1 im. 33s.
England: Edge, gh. 18m. 48s.

These figures and placing« are subject to observa
tions which may be published subsequently. The 
International Commission approve of the above re
sult, and award the Gordon-Bennett cup to the 
Deutscher Automobile Club.

* * * *

WEIGHING AFTER THE RACE.
At the weighing of the cars after the race, some 

extraordinary precautions were taken by the com
petitors to assure their vehicles coming within the 

standard. All petrol and water, of course, were run 
off. all oil drained from the lubricators, and all the 
grease boxes emptied and washed out with petrol ; 
the cais themselves were most scrupulously washed 
clean of evert speck of dirt. Even then it is said 
one of the French cars was 1 ' lbs. over weight. 
Several insignificant protests have been lodged, but 
all have been over ruled. One was that parts of 
Jenatzv's tvres were not of German manufacture, 
though the magnificent manner in which the Con
tinentals on the Mercedes ears stood up cannot be 
denied. A stiffer test of it res than this course, with 
its rough roads, frequent controls, and numerous 
sharp turns, cannot be imagined.

* * * *
WEIGHTS OF COMPETING CARS.

1. Xapier. S. F. Edge. 19 cwts. 1 qr. 20.J4 lbs.
2. - l’anhard. René de Kntff. 19 cwts. 3 qrs.

7% "’s.
3. Winton. 1’. Owen. 17 cwts. o qrs. 21 J4 lbs.
4. —Mercedes. Jenatzy, 19 cwts. 2 qrs. 19 lbs.
5. — Xapier. Chas. Jarrott. 19 cwts. 2 qrs. 20 lbs.
•6.—l’anhard. H. Farman. 19 cwts. 3 qrs.

3M H’s-
7. —Winton. A. Winton. 19 cwts. o qrs. 22% lbs.
8. —Mercedes. De Caters, 19 cwts. 1 qr.

24J2 lbs.
9. — Xapier, J. W. Stocks, 19 cwts. 1 qr. 1 Jj lbs.

to.—Mors. F. Gabriel, 19 cwts. 3 qrs. oyj lbs.
11. —Peerless, L. P. Mooers, 19 cwts. 2 qrs.

1 7 lbs.
12. —Mercedes, Foxhall-Keene, 19 cwts. 3 qrs.

3 3 • lbs.

View ot the grandstand from the western enclosure. Thedroad j>assed|unde'r the'centre of the stand ¡which divided the enclosure 
into two portions, communication between them being maintained by a footbridge running along the back of the stand.
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THE GERMAN VICTORY.
1'he German victory is bv no means an unpopular 

one. Of course, everyone would like to have seen 
an English victory ; but as this was not to be, it 
was felt by those who know the workings of the 
automobile world that the Germans thoroughly 
earned the win, as they have competed in several 
great races in vain ; and last year, although no cars 
were actually entered in the Gordon-Bennett race, 
the Mercedes scarcely had its due in the Paris- 
Vienna race. It will be remembered that this race 
was practically won on a Mercedes; but owing to a 
technical infringement of the regulations during the 
day on which no racing was permitted—that is, while 
passing through Switzerland— the car was penalised 
forty-five minutes; and, consequently, although it 
actually made the fastest racing time, a French 
vehicle was awarded the palm. Then, again, the 
recent fire at the Cannstatt factory has excited much 
sympathy, though, as we stated at the time, we did 
not look upon the burning of the 90 h.p. cars as a 
very serious matter, because the 60 h.p.’s, which 
had done well at Nice, not to mention the highly- 
satisfactory last year’s 40 h.p.’s, were still available. 
The result has thoroughly borne out our opinion. 
The Germans satisfied themselves that the 60 h.p.’s 
were faster than the 40 h.p.’s, and at the same time 
sufficiently reliable for the race. The Germans were 
also greatly helped by' their Continental tyres. 

So far as we can gather at the moment of going to 
press, not one of the German cars suffered a tyre 
delay (and this on a course which was very rough 
indeed upon tyres), the one blotch on the German 
escutcheon being the alleged failure of the axles of 
two Mercedes machines. So vital a part of a 
car as this should not fail, whether there be a 
thousand kilogrammes limit to conform to or not. 
One of the most remarkable statements which has 
been made in connection with the German victory 
is the assurance that it was due to technical educa
tion. The strange thing is, no one advanced the 
theory' that England’s victory was due to lack of 
the same thing. While we have nothing but ad
miration for the German cars, we can assure the 
theorists that there is nothing whatever in their con
struction which is specially due to technical educa
tion ; in fact, we are rather inclined to the behef 
that in constructing a racing car a good many other 
things play a much more important part. We are 
afraid there was no particular reference to technical 
education when a man first started drilling holes in 
the cross members of his frame to lighten its 
weight. It simply meant that his calculation, doubt
less being made without reference to the technical 
educators, was so far at fault that his machine 
came out over weight. In these matters it is 
generally experience that is the educator.

Foxhall-Keene passing the club enclosure.
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The Tippeenan Lane. The road right and left is the course.
It will be seen that the lane which runs at right angles into the road is blocked by a wire barrier, this being kept by a member of the 

Royal Irish Constabulary. All the roads were similarly closed. The field on the other side of the hedge is “ The Autocar” balloon field, and the 
two funnels are those of the balloon’s traction engines.

THE RAILWAY COMPANIES.
The Irish railway companies excelled themselves 

in the delay and time taken in conveying people 
from the course. At Athy long trains were kept wait
ing an hour whilst they were being filled to repletion, 
with the result that when they reached Kildare, 
the Curragh, and other stations en route to Dublin 
there was not standing room in the carriages, and 
large numbers had to be left behind. When 
they did make a start it took them three hours to
cover the forty-five miles.

The crowd at Naas on weighing-in day.

THE WEATHER.
The weather, notwithstanding the heavy showers 

in the afternoon, was all that could be desired, the 
downpour serving in some wise to abate the dust, 
which in parts was terrible.

* * * *
It should be recollected that the 60 h.p. Mercedes 

which won the race was described in detail in The 
Autocar of May 16th, page 571.

Another view of3the weighing-in^function.
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A GRUESOME TALE.
At different points there was a story current that 

Jarrott had been picked up insensible, and that 
when he came to himself he found that he was lying 
on some straw .in a stable, covered over with two 
sheets—a gruesome report, happily untrue.

PHOTOGRAPHING THE RACE.
A large number of the photographs reproduced 

in this issue were developed by the side of the 
track in a special dark room which was erected for 
the purpose on the field in which “ The Autocar ” 
balloon was stationed.

At the start Winton, who drove his four-cylinder machine, leaving the eight-cylinder for Owen, failed to get away owing to some 
trouble with his carburetter. For nearly an hour he and his mechanician struggled with the machine, and several of the competitors 
had completed the first loop before he got away.

FAMINE PRICES.
The jarveys along the course, as indeed every 

other native who had the chance, “ spoiled the 
Philistines,” and fattened on the visitors at 
every opportunity. ros. per seat—or £2 in all— 
was unblushingly asked for a jaunting car from 
Mecredy’s camp to Athy—a distance of some four 
miles. Twopenny mineral waters were sixpence at 
the meanest shebeens,' whilst one of the Belgian re
presentatives paid for a most indifferent bed
room in a second-rate hotel in Athy, in addition to 
^1 for the garage of his car; whilst 6d. and is. for 
a wash were the charges at a neighbouring farm to 
the campers at Ardscull, when the camp water 
supply gave out.

* * * *
Immense crowds lined Dame Street, Dublin, and 

the other streets on the route to> the course three 
deep to await and welcome the return of the cars 
from the course on Thursday evening.

WILD RUMOURS.
The wildest rumours of the accidents filtered 

through to the anxious watchers at the Ardscull 
camp and other places. Stocks had upset his car 
and gone over a bridge in Carlow. Stocks had 
charged the side of a house at a bad corner and was 
killed and his car smashed to. pieces. Jarrott had 
upset in a ditch, and his mechanician had broken 
his arm. Jarrott was killed, and Edge was dis
qualified, and so on, for, of course, the main interest 
throughout the course centred in the British repre
sentatives.

* * * *

The French contingent strongly fancied the 
British chances in the race, and one well-known 
sportsman from La Belle France at Ardscull laid 
three to one on Jarrott, on the ground that Jarrott 
was our best driver, and our cars were better suited 
to the course than those of the French representa
tives, which were too highly powered.
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“THE AUTOCAR” BALLOON.
The fates did not favour “ The Autocar ” balloon. 

The wind, which from a strong breeze in the morn
ing became very violent and gusty in the afternoon, 
was so strong that it was impossible to send up the 
captive. The only thing which could have been 
done was to send it up as a free balloon immediately 
after inflation. However, it was kept at its moor
ings in the hope of the weather moderating suffi
ciently for the observation ascents to be made; 

but the wind gathered in strength, and in the 
afternoon the balloon was swaving from side to 
side at its moorings, touching the ground first one 
side and then the other. Eventually, it was blown 
down with such force that the silk was damaged 
and the gas escaped. Had this injury not occurred 
Mr. Spencer would have made a free flight before 
the end of the race. Much disappointment was felt 
at the unfavourable conditions of the weather.

“The Autocar” balloon in the gale. The wind blew it down to the ground repeatedly. Our illustration shows one of these 
destructive oscillations about half completed. The balloon struck the earth with considerable force, and eventually, before it could be 
liberated, was severely punctured. The same gust blew off a section of our dark room roof.

THE KEEPING OF THE COURSE.
There were by no means the immense crowds that 

were expected along the course, and the elaborate 
police precautions with men along the road every 
hundred yards or so were really excessive, and the 
number of men engaged might well have been 
halved without loss. Still, this part of the arrange
ments was excellent, and, as usual, the men of the 
R.I.C. made many friends by their urbanity and 
the thoroughness with which they carried out their 
duties.

SOME GRUMBLES.
We understand that many of the motor cyclists 

who had brought their machines over—many of 
them from England—-and voluntarily undertaken 
course messenger work were not treated by some of 
the club officials at the club enclosure with alto
gether that courtesy which honorary and voluntary
work usually obtains, and that some of the time
keepers suffered in a similar manner. Indeed, we 
heard some very strong expressions of opinion on 
the subject.
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THE GREAT CAMP AT ARDSCULL.
The Race as Seen from this Point.

1 he old Danish encampment known as the Moat 
ot Ardscull turned out to be a more popular point 
for viewing the race than ever Messrs. Mecredy and 
Percy had anticipated. Originally arrangements 
were made for 450 campers, but so numerous were 
the requests for sleeping accommodation that the 
number eventually increased to over 700. Bell tents, 
each capable of sleeping five, to the number of 175 
were erected, and almost at the last moment the 
caterers had to double their commissariat. Consider
ing that everything had to be carted from Dublin, 
forty miles off, by road, it was remarkable how well 

miles off. Away in the distance a little puff of what 
looked like steam could be discerned, word was 
rapidly passed round from point to point, and excite
ment was intense as the dust clouds turned into a 
minute black speck, which gradually developed in 
size and clearness as the racing cars flew' into sight.

The scene when Edge first flashed past at seventv 
miles an hour beggars description. As each circuit 
was completed, and the cars with their drivers 
became familiarised to the crowd (they passed this 
point no less than seven times'), the enthusiasm of 
the spectators increased in intensity. Great dis-

The western side of the club enclosure, photographed from the grandstand. The road to the leftgis the course Slightly to its right will 
be seen ‘The Autocar” balloon, and in the foreground members of the band, which discoursed music during the race for the del ctation 
of the holders of enclosure and grandstand tickets.

the food demand was met. Mr. J. Percy, as secre- 
tary to the camp, was indefatigable in his efforts to 
assure the comfort of the visitors. On the day of 
the race it was estimated that over 2,000 meals were 
provided. Near the Moat itself, another large party 
of sightseers camped out. the Yorkshire Automobile 
Club to the number of forty-two being amongst the 
number. With the ordinary public, the total of the 
crowd at this point of the course must have been 
nearlv 3.000. The view from the Moat was con
sidered the best on the route. Nearly four miles of 
straight road could be followed, while with good 
glasses the clouds of dust could be distinguished as 
the cars arrived and left the controls at Atbv. five 

appointment was expressed when it became known 
that Stocks was disabled. For a time a sickening 
sensation was caused by the currency of a silly 
rumour that Stocks was killed at Carlow; but. for
tunately. the arrival of a motor cvclist with the true 
report of Stocks's accident reasurred the crowd. Just 
under the Moat was one of the worst corners on the 
course. A sharp right-hand turn, followed imme
diately by a sharper left-hand turn kept the spec
tators in a fever of excitement as great cars swung 
round these danger spots in what appeared to be 
a reckless style. A part of the road here was liter
ally churned up,, and as a proof of the narrow shaves 
that must have been experienced, the wheels of the
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The timekeepers’ tentaat the starting point This stood close’byjthei’side of the road which runs right and left in the illustration,__ 
and at it the gross times of every circuit by each competitor were carefully checked- andt counter-checked. Mons. Tampier, the repre-.e 
sentative of the French competitors, was so highly satisfied with the accuracy of the English timing, that he accepted the British 
figures without the least hesitation in preference to his own, as he found that whenever, there was any microscopical difference, the 
three watches of the English timekeepers were running within agfifth or sot>of each other.

racers got as close at times as a foot from the 
Moat wall. Fortunately, the corners were success
fully engineered every time, and what was at first 
looked on with apprehension by the crowd became a 
source of pleasure in watching the nerve and skill 
of the intrepid drivers. Foxhall-Keene was the 
biggest sinner in recklessness. There was always a 

sigh of relief when the car passed out of sight. Edge 
took the corners very widely, while Jenatzy shaved 
the turns with remarkable precision, scarcely losing 
a yard. It was the general opinion that the car 
which showed the most excessive speed along the 
straight four miles was the American steered by 
Mr. Owen, who kept a wonderfully straight course

Edge surrounded by the crowd, waiting for his car to be weighed 
at Naas.

The view from “ The Autocar ” balloon field looking towards th 
grandstand. Farman rushing by.
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Bai on de Caters saluting the grandstand as he passes.

considering the terrific rate at which he sped along.
During the pauses between the meteor-like flight 

of the racing monsters, the attention of the crowd 
was centred on the excellent road management by 
the Royal Irish Constabulary. This section of the 
road was under the care of District-Inspector Car- 
bery, whose name is familiar in sporting circles both 

in Ireland and on this side of the Channel. The 
tact, good temper, and discipline displayed by these 
excellent officers were universally commented upon. 
The cycling stewards appointed by the Automobile 
Club for three miles on each side of the Moat were 
organised and directed by Mr. L. Philpot, who ful
filled his duties in a most satisfactory manner.

Waiting in a control for the appearance of a car.
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Argent Archer. High Street, Kensington.
The competitors had little stations at the controls, with useful sundries and spares likely to be required in case of a breakdown. Here 

netrol and water were also kept To enable the drivers quickly to identify them, the names of the machines were displayed. The 
Napier and Mors depots are shown in our photograph.

Mr. R. J. Mtcredy, Hon. Sec. of the Irish Automobile Club. Mr. W. G. D. Goff, J.P., Chairman of the Irish Automobile Club.
It is invidious to mention the names of two Irish automobilists in preference to all others, as almost everyone who owns a motor car in 

Ireland has taken an enthusiastic interest in the race, but it is acknowledged'by common consent that Messrs. Mecredy and Goff have worked 
harder in connection with the Gordon-Bennett race in Ireland than any others.


